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sprouts are as desirable as buds from the fruiting brush.
It is unwise to use buds from rank growing water-sprouts
because an excess of food is one of the chief causes of
variation; and as these buds have a great excess of food,
they are somewhat more likely to grow into sporting trees
than are buds from fruit wood. This does not mean, how-
ever, that good trees have not been grown and may not
again be grown from sucker buds. We simply take the
position that it is an unwise policy for the reason given.
Time of Budding
Citrus stock may be budded at any time of the year or
whenever the bark will slip, but the best time is during
the months of October and November, in which case the
buds usually remain dormant until spring. Stocks upon
which the buds fail, may be rebudded in April or May. It
often happens, unfortunately, that a certain proportion
of fall set buds start into growth immediately, thus ex-
posing a few inches of very tender growth to the dangers
of winter. In such a case, the number of orchard heaters
set in the nursery should be increased and the fires started
at the first indication of frost.
Method of Budding
In California, the usual method of insertion is the shield
or T method. The bud-stick is grasped firmly with the
tip toward the operator. With a very sharp budding knife
the bud is cut by inserting the blade about one-half inch
below and drawing it beneath the bud and out about
one-half inch above, thus cutting a bud about one inch